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To My Brothers and Sisters,
I hope you had a joyful Holiday Season and a Healthy and
Happy New Year! The Lodge was very busy and a hub of
excitement in December.
Thanks to the officers who participated and members who
attended the Elks Memorial Service-Elks are never forgotten.
The trim-a-tree party and kids Christmas party was the last
weekend. Thanks to those who brought a covered dish and
decorated the tree in the lounge. All had a joyful night.
Thanks to Terry and Lenny and committee for a great kids
party. Santa arrived on a fire truck and the kids were excited.
With the roar of sirens, Santa, again, was greeted at the
Lodge by smiling little faces at our Special Children’s
Christmas Party on Friday, December13th. The members of
Rich Poole
our Lodge have gone above and beyond in their goal to
Exalted Ruler
make the lives of others richer and happier. Thanks to
Donna, Dee and the committee for making an outstanding party. There was never a
lack of help or gifts. Thanks to all that made these events so very successful, from
Santa to the cooks in the kitchen
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Our Elks National Foundation (ENF) 50/50 Holiday Fundraiser set a record this year.
Special thanks go out to ENF Chair and Past District Deputy Don Irons.
The Veterans Committee continued its work during December with visits to Veteran
Haven, Vineland Veteran’s Home and hosting our Army/Navy Game Celebration. I am
amazed at the accomplishments of our Veterans Committee
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Planning for 2020 begins in January with preparing budgets, reappointing committees
and scheduling our social events for the year. The lessons of the past and the hopes
for the future continue to allow the Brigantine Elks Lodge 2428 to plan for what we
need to promote to and offer our community and all of our Members. There are many
needs in the community and many hopes for what we as Elks can offer. We must also
consider the maintenance of our Lodge which is one of our greatest assets but also a
great expense. Maintaining our Lodge for our Members as a “home away from home”
takes many hours of volunteer work. Your offer to volunteer, regardless of your skills,
is most appreciated. We welcome all of you to “offer” your time and energy. Time is
one of our most valuable resources. When you offer us your time, the Lodge truly
appreciates it.
Remember Elks Care—-Elks Share,
Fraternally,
Rich Poole-ER
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Members of the Father Judge High
School Baseball Team place Christmas
Wreaths on Veterans Graves at the
Washington Crossing National Cemetery. Our Veterans Committee supported this effort.
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WINTER LOUNGE

HOURS

M ONDAY-THURS3PM –CLOSE
FRIDAY
2PM - CLOSE
SATURDAY
12PM - CLOSE
SUNDAY
12 PM - CLOSE
MEMBERS - PLEASE USE
YOUR CARD KEY AT THE
LOUNGE ENTRANCE. YOU
MUST SIGN-IN ALL GUESTS
PER NJ STATE
ALCOHOL BEVERAGE
COMMISSION.
REMEMBER
“EACH MEMBER OF LODGE
2428 MUST CARRY HIS
PAID -UP MEMBERSHIP CARD
FOR ADMITTANCE TO THE
LODGE, AND HE SHALL
WILLFULLY DISPLAY HIS
MEMBERSHIP CARD IF
REQUESTED TO DO SO.”

Brigantine Elks Lodge #2428 Veterans Committee Delivered Cookies and
Cheer to Veterans
Submitted by Dr. Karen Geller
On December 4, approximately 40 members of the Veterans Committee brought
delicious home-made cookies and confections to the Lodge to pack hundreds of tins
and decorative bags with treats and gifts for Veterans. Once packed, they were
placed in large boxes to be transported to Veterans Homes the next day.
At 7:15 AM on December 5, 20 members crammed their vehicles with the heavy boxes and bags and began a caravan of cars that wound its way around to the Vineland
Veterans Home, Veterans Haven, and the Veterans wing at the Meadowview Nursing Home.
Six Coast Guard members joined the group at Vineland as they visited each room to
converse with each Veteran. The smiles were contagious as Veterans spoke about
their military service. Veterans eyes lit up as they accepted their gift bags and cookies, and the Elks shook hands and hugged them wishing them Happy Holidays.

The group then drove to Veterans Haven, meeting with Major General Ferrari and
Assistant Superintendent Will Lobach. They were presented with good wishes, a
$500 check and cookies for each Veteran.
Last, the group visited the Veterans wing of Meadowview Nursing Home, splitting up
and visiting each room, spreading joy, sharing stories, distributing cookies, and lingering with the Veterans who relished their time with the Coast Guard members and
the Elks.
Every year the Elks bring cheer to the lives of the Veterans, and as leader, Joe Kelly
proclaims, “every year we come away uplifted by the Spirit and Strength of our Veterans.”
CALLING FOR COOKIE TINS
The Veterans Committee is asking for your help in collecting cookie tins for next year’s Holiday cookie
gifts to the veterans. As this program expands each year, we seem to always run short on tins. So we
are requesting that during your holiday shopping and end of year sales, you pick up cookie tins to help
us stock up for next year. The best size is a cube about 7” x 7” x 3” or a round tin 7 1/2” in diameter by
3” high.” This is the perfect size for a nice selection of cookies and keeps it consistent for all. You can
put the containers on the shelf by the kitchen and we will store them for future years!! Thank you for
your help.

VETERANS EVENTS (cont.)
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Pictures from the December 4 Visits to Veterans Residences to bring Christmas Cheer to all!
Pic 1
Pic 2
Pic 3
Pic 4

Group shot at Vineland
Joanne, Karen and “The Chief” chat with Navy Vet Earl.
Maggie, Karen and Frank with our Vineland guide, Angel himself a 20 year Navy Veteran.
Presenting a $500.00 check and Wal-Mart cards to Major General Steve Ferrari.

VETERANS EVENTS (cont.)
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Brigantine Elks Lodge # 2428 Hosted Veterans for Army/Navy Game

Submitted by Dr. Karen Geller
The Veterans Committee of the Brigantine Elks Lodge #2428 planned an amazing day for the Veterans from
the Vineland Veterans Home, Veterans Haven-South, and local Veterans and their guests, on December 14.
They were escorted to the Lodge with much fanfare by the Brigantine Police, Fire Department and 12
American Legion Riders from Post 352, Somers Point, NJ. As Veterans entered the lodge, they were surrounded by Elks on each side, who cheered for them, enthusiastically thanked them for their service, and
shook hands with them. The A.C.F.D. “Sandpipers” Pipe and Drum Corps, in full regalia, serenaded the Veterans as they passed through the Honor Guard from the Legion and VFW Posts. At 11:45, Exalted Ruler,
Richard Poole, warmly greeted the Veterans and guests and led the Pledge to the Flag. The National Anthem
was sung mellifluously by Grace and Katie Kelly. Brigantine Mayor, Andy Simpson, welcomed the Veterans
and spoke about their sacrifices for our country, thanking them for their service. He introduced Brigantine City
Council members Karen Bew, Dennis Haney and Mike Riordan.
Sgt. Ike Rucker, U.S.M.C., offered the blessing, providing an inspiring prayer for all who are serving our
country, those who previously served, and those who have lost their lives defending our country. The Sandpipers then regaled all with a touching rendition of “Shenandoah Vigil” and “The Battle Hymn of the Republic.”
Following the ceremony, Lodge members, who had been cooking since 8 AM, and other members who had
set the tables and decorated the room, served the guests with Shrimp Cocktail. This was followed by Prime
Rib and Crab Cake dinners, fresh green beans, baked potatoes and rolls, with the piece de resistance dessert of Stocks Pound Cake and ice cream. This year 120 dinners were served to Veterans and guests, the
largest group ever. Veterans Committee Leader, Joe Kelly stated, “The Brigantine Elks Lodge has been hosting this holiday event since 2008 and this was by far the best!” A football from each Service Academy and
(20) $25 gift cards were raffled to Veterans.
During the meal, Elks members circulated to converse with Veterans to learn about their service and to thank
them for serving our country. Veterans were thrilled to have the opportunity to connect with Elks and others
from the Brigantine community. Afterward, Veterans were treated to BINGO (with the Zumba gals) using
game cards that honored each form of military service. Prizes were awarded to all Veterans as they enjoyed
the camaraderie shared by all. Veterans greatly enjoyed watching the Army/Navy game together and pulling
for their own team! There was much shouting and clapping as Veterans cheered for their respective teams.
Following the game, Veterans selected a dinner from an array of foods that they placed in takeout boxes and
a special take-home Stocks Pound Cake to enjoy later that evening.
A $2500 Elks National Foundation Beacon Grant was used to help to defray the costs for this project for the
Veterans. The Brigantine Elks Lodge #2428 is particularly thankful to the Elks National Foundation for approving this grant which will be a yearly endeavor for the lodge. Veterans, Elks and guests alike, were grateful for the time they had shared, the connections they had made, and all that they had learned about each
other. Veterans communicated how thankful they were for this patriotic and festive day.

We have been staging this event since 2008 and this was by far the Best one yet. THANK YOU to our Benefactors: STOCKS BAKERY, Robin Sigfried, Our Zumba Girls, B.F. Mazzeo, and Paul D’Ambria. THANKS also to the
“Sandpipers”, our Legion Riders, our VFW and American Legion Color Guards, our Brigantine Police and Fire Departments, our Mayor and City Council and the Polar Bear Committee. Thanks also to our Lodge Leadership and Membership who have steadfastly supported our efforts to enrich the lives of our Veterans.

Joe Kelly
Committee Chair

VETERANS EVENTS (cont.)
ARMY NAVY GAME AT THE LODGE
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Comedy Night a Sell-Out!
The 7th Annual Comedy Night Fundraiser held on November 30th packed the house with over 240 people. All who attended enjoyed a nice dinner and laughed out loud to three professional comedians. Headliner Joe Conklin amazed the
crowd with his spot on impersonations of Philadelphia sports figures and President Trump. The event netted just over
$4000.00 for the chosen 501c3 Elks charity. This was also the first ticketed event to utilize pay pal (credit cards) for purchasing. Kudos to the Comedy Night Committee, Mike Kelly for booking the acts, Don Irons for the 50/50, the Veterans
Committee for food service, Jim Hannan for the lighting and audio, members who helped clean up afterward and the
Bartenders for selling tickets for the event. A special shout out to Don Miller who always makes sure things go as they
should.
David Weiner

Comedy Night Chairperson

Lodge Children’s Christmas Party a Success!
Teri and Lenny Kachur would like to thank everyone in the Lodge and the community for helping to make this year’s
event a resounding success. The number of children and members attending was the most in memory and the generosity of the gifts was overwhelming. Santa, Ms. Santa, their helpers, Rudolph and many others worked hard to make sure
all the children enjoyed the presents, the food and the Christmas spirit. Mike Riordan did a terrific job as MC for the
event.

Lodge Events
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Volunteer Spotlight for January
Fran Chambers- Fran has been a very active member and volunteer at the Lodge for many years. He has served as
an officer in the Lodge and is a member of the Veterans Services Committee. Fran is a veteran and a member of the
South Jersey Legion Riders Motorcycle Club and is often riding in support of the many Veterans events held at the
Lodge. Recently he was at the Lodge Army-Navy Game with the Legion Riders helping to welcome the Veterans who
were coming from the various Veterans residences in our area to enjoy the hospitality and appreciation of our Lodge
members. Fran is always smiling– you can recognize him with his trademark hair and Legion Rider jacket riding his bike
and doing whatever is needed in support of our Lodge.

Tim Skimmons– Tim is a very active member of the Veterans Services Committee and volunteers at all their many
events along with the major Lodge events. He manages the Combat Vet at the Beach program for the Veterans Committee. This innovative program reaches out to combat wounded Vets through the Warrior Projects program and invites
them to come and bring their families to beautiful Brigantine all expenses paid. Tim coordinates the use of homes that
belong to member Elks who donate them as places for the families to stay. The highlight of the week is for the family to
come to the Lodge and enjoy Friday Night Food with the Member Elks. As a Vietnam veteran, Tim knows well some of
the challenges of family life for veterans returning from war and does an outstanding job for the participating vets and
their families.

SPECIAL NEEDS CHRISTMAS PARTY
The Brigantine Elks Children’s Special Needs Committee along with Dee Brown, the Brigantine Elementary
School staff, Councilman Mike Riordan, and the Brigantine Fire Department hosted a wonderful Christmas
Party this past Friday for some Brigantine children. Special guest appearances by the Jolly Ole Elf, Santa,
and his beautiful Mrs Claus. Special thank you to Christine Ricciardelli from Brigantine School, Mike Rirordan
for the singer, Teddi, Mark Gill, Jeanne DiCecco, Cathy Bertoni, Lenny for all the balloons, Rick Jacobs, Don
Miller, and Carl Stock for his magnificent cake.

Lodge Events
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Trim A Tree Party
Boy, what a surprise I got at our Lodge Trim a Tree party. This was the biggest turnout I have ever seen for this fun
event. With the help of our Operations Manager, Don Miller, we had to put up more tables for the food. The Lounge and
Banquet Room were filled so next year we should plan on using both rooms. This was a great night for our Lodge. And
now for the news you have been waiting for, the results of our ENF 50/50 mailing. Thanks to all who sent back ticket
stubs, we collected $11, 015 which means that the winner of the drawing received $5,507.50. When I called him to tell
him he had won over $5,000, he said to donate $1,000 to our Brigantine Lodge Charities Account. After deducting expenses, we will be able to cover our Grand Lodge per member cap of $5.00. We are now eligible to apply next year for
over $16,000 in ENF Grant money. Thank you to everyone who supported these two events.
Yours in Elkdom,
Don Irons, PDD, Event Chair.

LODGE EVENTS (cont.)
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HOUSE COMMITTEE NEWS

Season’s Greetings from your House Committee. We hope you all had a great 2019 at the Elks .We worked hard to improve your experiences this year with the addition of new patio furniture, outdoor grills for your use, new bar equipment
and refrigeration equipment, the completion of new banquet tables in the ballroom, entertainment in the lounge on
Thursday and Friday nights along with Quizzo and Cornhole, and the addition of some new Holiday events for your entertainment. We also hope you are all enjoying the new wine selections and wine glasses. You can also look forward to
installation of new acoustic panels on the Lounge ceiling which we hope will help with the severe echo we have in the
Lounge due to the hard surfaces we have there. This work should be completed by the end of January 2020. Special
thanks to Don Miller, our fantastic bartenders, and those of you that pitched in when the House Committee needed
some help with various tasks this year!!
On behalf of the House Committee I wish you all Happy Holidays and a Happy New Year!! See you in 2020.
Keith Moore, Chairman, Brigantine Elks House Committee

Brigantine Elks Sponsors Hoop Shoot
Brigantine Elks #2428 sponsored its annual Hoop Shoot event at the Community Center on Tuesday, December 3. The
event, which challenges boys and girls age groups (8-9,10-11,12-13) to shoot and make foul shots, was a big success,
attracting 21 competitors from the community. The first place winners in each age group can attend the District competition and if successful, continue to move on to a national competition held in Chicago. National winners have their names
engraved on the Elks National Plaque in the Naismith NBA Hall of Fame.
Pic-1-Elks Event Chair Phil Amplo, Dennis Reilly and Bob Galbraith. Not shown are Dennis Faherty, Tom Donahue, Tom
Keating and Howard McElhenny.
Pic-2-Girls First Place winners
Pic-3-Boys First Place winners.
Pic-4-Hoop Shoot participants for 2019.
Pic-5-Winnie Galbraith and Judy Stebbins sign up competitors.
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Elks 50th Anniversary Event
It is hard to believe that the Brigantine Elks #2428 will be celebrating our 50-year Anniversary. The Brigantine
Elks is an integral part of the Brigantine Community working with the local veterans, school children,
individuals with special needs, and those less fortunate. We have welcomed many new members throughout
the years and continue to see growth in membership and opportunities for charitable giving.
Here are the plans for the upcoming 50th anniversary celebration of the Brigantine Elks.
May 3, 2020
On May 3, 2020, the Brigantine Lodge #2428 will hold a formal celebration. There will be several Elks state
and national leaders attending. The program will begin at 1 PM, the ceremony at 2 PM followed by dinner.
As many of you know, the space of the dining room requires limited attendance. Because of the size, the
Lodge will be allocating 160 tickets for members. Tickets will be allocated on a 2 ticket per member couple.
There will be a $25 per person cost. These tickets will be available in mid-January, and will be on a “first
come, first serve” basis.
June 27,2020
On June 27, 2019, the Brigantine Elks Lodge #2428 will be hosting a “Member’s Anniversary Party” from 3
PM to 11 PM. This will be open to all members. The Lodge is planning some great activities for the event -.
Again, because of size limitations, there will be limitations on ticket availability. More to come on when and
how to get tickets. The 50th Anniversary Committee will continue to give you updates throughout the next
coming months.
50th ANNIVERSARY!!
To all Members—The year 2020 is the 50th anniversary of the institution of Brigantine Lodge 2428 in the order of the
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. As this anniversary approaches the Lodge is looking for pictures, articles,
memorabilia, and anything that could be of interest reflecting on the history of our Lodge. Anything lent will be returned after the celebrations. We are hoping to have a great year and do honor to all the Members of this Lodge who
have come before. If you have any items to loan you can contact Dave Biggins at 610-721-4956.

Secretary‘s Corner
The Secretary’s office will begin preparing the annual dues letter to be sent out in February. A few reminders:
If you are away for the winter (lucky you), let me know of any change of addresses. While the stamps are 1 st class and supposed to be forwarded, sometimes that doesn’t happen. If you have moved in the last 12 months and have not notified
the Lodge, please do so via email to patpj51@yahoo.com.
There are still some delinquent members who have not paid their annual membership dues. If you still owe and want to remain a member of the Brigantine Elks Lodge, please submit your dues of $69.00. As of March 31, 2020, you will be
dropped from the membership list…and we would hate to see you leave!
There will be a slight price increase due to an increase in the Grand Lodge per cap. The current per cap owed to Grand
Lodge annually is $17.00 per member. The 2020-2021 per cap to Grand Lodge increased by $2.00 to $19.00 per member. The Lodge dues remain at $50.00 annually for 2020-2021. This means your statement for 2020-2021 will be
$71.00 dues per year from April 1, 2020 to April 1, 2021.
Please contact me for any questions or needs. Pat Orchard 856-979-7334

OUR THOUGHTS ARE WITH YOU

ROSEMARIE BASILE SENDS CARDS TO ANY ELK WHO IS ILL OR IN DISTRESS. IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO COULD USE
OUR HELP AND THOUGHTS, PLEASE LET ROSEMARIE BASILE -PH -856-419-3010 (H) KNOW. SHOULD A MEMBER PASS, THE
OFFICERS WILL PERFORM AN ELKS FUNERAL SERVICE AT YOUR REQUEST. PLEASE CONTACT THE EXALTED RULER, RICH
POOLE FOR ARRANGEMENTS@ 609-266-4374

BRIGANTINE LODGE #2428
Benevolent and Protective
ORDER OF ELKS
United States of America
P.O. Box 44
Brigantine, NJ 08203

www.brigantineelks.com

January 2020

◄ December
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

New Year’s
Eve Party

5

6

7
Veterans
Committee
6:00 PM

12

13

14

20

9

15

16

21

22

23

Martin Luther
King Jr.

26

27

29

30

18

Friday Food
5:30 PM

Friday Food
5:30 PM

31
Dena in
Lounge

11

Friday Food
5:30 PM

24
Dena in
Lounge

28

Friday Food
5:30 PM

17
Dena in
Lounge

Sat

4

10
Dena in
Lounge

Lodge
Meeting
7:00 PM

Fri

3
Dena in
Lounge

Board of
Directors
7:00 PM

House
Committee
6:00 PM

19

Thu

2

New Year's Day

8

February ►

Friday Food
5:30 PM

25
New Member
Initiation

